congo research netwo

THE MEETING PLACE OF CONGO RESEARCHERS

Thursday 15 January 2026 - De Serres building (place Croix du Sud, Louvain-la-Neuve)

08:30 - 09:15 | Registration and welcome coffee

09:15 - 09:30 | Welcome and introduction
Marnik Vanclooster (Earth and Life Institute, UCLouvain), Katrien Pype (KU Leuven)
Room: SUDI9

09:30 - 10:30 | Keynote session: Gillian Matthys (UGent), “All stories belong to tomorrow”. Beyond conflict as teleology for the Great Lakes region
Chair: Caroline Michellier (UCLouvain)
Room: SUDI9

10:30 - 11:00 | Coffee break and poster display
Session 1: Colonial Knowledge and Scientific Session 2: Conflicts and Security Session 3: Norms and Social Transformations
Practices () Chair: Karen Biischer (UGent) Chair: Katrien Pype (KU Leuven)
Chair: Marion Bertin (UCLouvain) Room Ocean Room Savane
Room Toundra Tech assistance: Naomi Nabami Tech assistance: Engelart Willems
Tech assistance: Célia Carlier

11:00 - 11:30 Maik Tusch, From Trophy to Scientific Specimen: | Paul Wambo Seumou, CoQt Invisible du Glauco D. Piccione, The Dynamics of Socio-
The Acquisition of Human Skulls by Paul Pogge | Terrorisme sur la Mortalité Infantile dans le Economic and Cultural Change among the
in Musumb (1875-76) Bassin du Lac Tchad : L'effet de la peur BaBongo Communities of the Republic of the
Discussant: Lukas van Oost Discussant: Lionel Bisimwa Matabaro Congo

Discussant: Alex Nyembo Kalenga

11:30 - 12:00 Karolien Nédée, The Belgian Restitution Bill and Amélie Faltot, Vivre avec la guerre : stratégies de | Patient Mulumeoderhwa Polepole, Femmes,
its potentialities. Initial understandings survie dans les territoires marqués par les ADF ordre coutumier et foncier : rapports de genre,
Discussant: Pauline Malenga Mwanga en RDC hiérarchies sociales et luttes d’accés a la terre

Discussant: Naomi Nabami en RDC
Discussant: Anouk Bontoux

12:00 -12:30 | Rodrigue Nzelokuli Bampele, Faire le terrain en Richard Mugisho Baganda, Armed conflict and Christian Byaombe Malumalu, Etendre la
République démocratique du Congo dans le good governance in the process of regional déduction fiscale du mécénat d’entreprise a la
cadre des études de provenance postcoloniale. peace in Eastern DR. Congo and Uganda. RSE du secteur minier : pour une entreprise
Réflexion sur une approche neto- Hermeneutic of Austin’s thought éthique fondée sur I'Ubuntu ?
ethnographique pour la collecte des données Discussant: Lotte Bauweraerts Discussant: Espérant Mwishamali Lukobo
auprés des communautés d'origine des objets
en perpétuelle mobilité
Discussant: Arno Leclercq

12:30 -13:30 | Lunch break and poster display
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Session 4: Colonial Knowledge and Scientific
Practices (l)

Chair: Margot Luyckfasseel (UAntwerp)
Room Toundra

Tech assistance: Célia Carlier

Session 5: Law, Resources and Governance
Chair: Raphaél Van Steenberghe (UCLouvain)
Room Ocean

Tech assistance: Brecht Kreynen

Session 6: Language and Communication
Chair: Birgit Ricquier (ULB)

Room Savane

Tech assistance: Juliette Bour

13:30 - 14:00 | Arno Leclercq, « Mais qu’allaient-ils faire dans Cim's Mulungulungu Nachinda, L'intégration des | Chrisnah Renaudot Mfouhou, Noun-phrase level
cette galére » : faire son terrain en situation enjeux environnementaux dans I'exploitation tonal phenomena in Ndungals ("Ubangi", Mbaic)
coloniale miniére en RDC : contribution a I'amélioration Discussant: Marta Guerreiro Bernardino
Discussant: Kevin Goergen du cadre juridique et institutionnel

Discussant: Lara Collart

14:00 - 14:30 | Lukas van Oost, The development and Léonard Balangalire Mugurha, L'exploitation des Innocent Ntirandekura, Indépendance
applications of the "mind sciences" in late hydrocarbures en milieu lacustre en RDC au journalistique et qualité de l'information au
colonial Central Africa (c. 1940-1960) prisme de la souveraineté exclusive. Réflexion Burundi : Une analyse des influences et des
Discussant: Alice Carchereux sur la contribution du droit communautaire contraintes

africain a une gouvernance durable Discussant: llaria Masseroni
Discussant: Cim's Mulungulungu Nachinda

14:30 - 15:00 | Zarah Christine Cleve, Controlling Flies and Patrick Tshiayima Tshiondo, La FIDUCIE-SURETE Anisa Tavangar, Art and Politics in the late
Managing Landscapes: Veterinary Science and et la définition en Droit OHADA Belgian Congo, 1926-1960
Tsetse in Katanga, Belgian Congo Discussant: Elie Ahadi Byumanine Discussant: Eleftheris Vigne
Discussant: Maik Tusch

15:00 - 15:30 | Coffee break and poster display
Session 7: Colonial Governance and Law Session 8: Conservation and Communities Session 9: Health, Medicine and Epidemics
Chair: Louise Barré (UGent) Chair: Fergus Simpson (UCLouvain) Chair: Sarah O’Neil (ULB)

Room Toundra Room Ocean Room Savane
Tech assistance: Juliette Bour Tech assistance: Brecht Kreynen Tech assistance: Cai Chen

15:30 - 16:00 | llaria Masseroni, Filling the Legal Void: Anouk Bontoux, Entre mission de conservation et | Henri Kimina, La traditionalisation de I’Artemisia
Missionaries as Quasi-Legal Actors in Regulating | ancrages communautaires : appartenances a Kisantu : entre savoirs endogénes,
Monogamous Unions in the Congo Free State multiples et ambivalences sociales et biomédecine et écologie locale
(1885-1908) professionnelles des gardes du Parc National de | Discussant: Zarah Christine Cleve
Discussant: Innocent Ntirandekura I'Upemba

Discussant: Richard Mugisho Baganda
16:00 - 16:30 | Kato Desaever, Law, Land, and Revenue: Terres Lionel Bisimwa Matabaro, Comprendre Xiuyuan Liu, Donating (Self-)Reliance: Material

Vacantes, Resource Extraction and Colonial
Profit in the Congo Free State under Leopold Il
(1885 - 1904)

Discussant: Célia Carlier

I'occupation et I'exploitation du Parc National de
Kahuzi Biega (PNKB) au-dela de I'écologisme
des Batwa, en RD Congo

Discussant: Patient Mulumeoderhwa Polepole

Support and the Politics of China's Medical
Teams in Burundi
Discussant: Cai Chen
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16:30 - 17:00

Lambert Hakuziyaremye, Abahamagazi dans le
Burundi colonial. Trajectoire, in-visibilité
administrative et intermédiaire informel de
I'autorité coloniale

Discussant: Ruwayda Said Salem

Sarah Tolbert, Elections in the Forest: NGOs, the
State, and the Struggle for Legitimacy in
Community Forests in the eastern DRC
Discussant: Paul Wambo Seumou

Patrick Musole Bugeme, Dynamics of Vibrio
cholerae-specific Antibodies after Infection and
Vaccination in a cholera-endemic Region of
Eastern DRC

17:15 - 18:00

Screening of the documentary Goma: living with the risk of Nyiragongo's eruptions
Projection du documentaire Goma : vivre avec le risque des éruptions du Nyiragongo

Room Ocean

18:30 - 21:00

Dinner (Brasserie Le Grand Place, Louvain-la-Neuve)
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Friday 16 January 2026 - De Serres building (place Croix du Sud, Louvain-la-Neuve)

08:30 - 09:15 | Registration and welcome coffee
Session 10: Memory and Archives Session 11: Mining, Extractivism and Global Session 12: Practices in Living Landscapes
Chair: Benoit Henriet (VUB) Economies (1) Chair: Théodore Trefon (AfricaMuseum)
Room Toundra Chair: Sara Geenen (UAntwerp) Room Savane
Tech assistance: Brecht Kreynen Room Ocean Tech assistance: Cai Chen

Tech assistance: Engelart Willems

09:15 - 09:45 | Lotte Bauweraerts, (De)constructing Batwa. A Célia Carlier, Afropolitanism and the non-human Parfait Kaningu Bushenyula, Introduire le non-
reflection on regional processes of colonial in the Anthropocene: ruins of extractivism and humain dans les théories sur I'accés aux
ethnic construction in Equateur (1900-1945) challenges of environmental justice in ressources haturelles en Afrique: Le cas du riz et
Discussant: Rodrigue Nzelokuli Bampele Shinkolobwe de I'eau d'irrigation dans la plaine de la Ruzizi,

Discussant: Kato Desaever en RD Congo
Discussant: Eddie Bilitu

09:45 - 10:15 Naomi Nabami, Femmes, archives coloniales et Elie Ahadi Byumanine, Du fort sortit le doux: le Elene Vernaeve, Cattle and landscapes:
commerce transfrontalier : repenser la lithium entre transition écologique, tensions Environmental impact of the cattle industry in
marginalisation dans les régions frontaliéres sociales et droits humains twentieth century Katanga, Democratic
Ouganda-Congo Discussant: Christian Byaombe Malumalu Republic of the Congo
Discussant: Amélie Faltot Discussant: Christine Cikesa Musharhamina

10:15 - 10:45 Marta Guerreiro Bernardino, Quand les (grands)- Penglei Su, Espaces, temporalités et Eric Abanati Gbadi, Gouvernance de la Réserve
parents racontent ... : (Re)construction du passé | gouvernance du travail dans les mines sino- de Biosphére de Yangambi : analyse des
colonial : entre mémoire et histoire orale. congolaises de la Copperbelt stratégies de collaboration entre acteurs
Discussant: Chrisnah Renaudot Mfouhou Discussant: Hadassah Arian Discussant: Glauco D. Piccione

10:45 - 12:00 | Keynote session: Sammy Baloji
Chair: Véronique Bragard (UCLouvain)
Room: SUDI9

12:00 - 13:30 | Lunch break and poster display
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Session 13: Diaspora and Identity
Chair: Annelie Delescluse (ULiege)
Room Toundra

Tech assistance: Cai Chen

Session 14: Mining, Extractivism and Global
Economies (ll)

Chair: Jeroen Cuvelier (UGent)

Room Ocean

Tech assistance: Célia Carlier

Session 15: Environmental Transitions
Chair: Nik Stoop (UAntwerp)

Room Savane

Tech assistance: Naomi Nabami

13:30 - 14:00 | Cai Chen, Sino-Congolese Couples as Boundary Espérant Mwishamali Lukobo, The Securitization Alice Carchereux, Politics of Dirt and the
Brokers: Mediation, Entrepreneurship, and of Mining: Nodes of Power and Conflict in the Government of Waste in Gabon
Morality Across Intergroup Boundaries DRC's Cobalt Heartland Discussant: Elene Vernaeve
Discussant: Xiuyuan Liu Discussant: : Eric Abanati Gbadi

14:00 - 14:30 | Pauline Malenga Mwanga, Tracing colonial Joseph Mukulu, Understanding the Construction | Christine Cikesa Musharhamina, Payments for
legacies through language: Postcolonial Material Value Chains in the Eastern DRC: Environmental Services to accelerate the
subjectivities among young adults of the Actors, Power and Governance transition away from charcoal: an experiment in
Congolese diaspora in Belgium Discussant: Léonard Balangalire Mugurha the D.R. Congo
Discussant: Karolien Nédée Discussant: Henri Kimina

14:30 - 15:00 | Ruwayda Said Salem, The Struggle for Hadassah Arian, Discourses of change risk Eddie Bilitu, Adoption Analysis of Agrivoltaic
Recognition: How People of Congolese Descent | reproducing patterns of continuity: the case of Systems for Energy Autonomy and Horticultural
Perceive, Articulate and Demand justice responsible cobalt initiatives in the DRC Production
Discussant: Anisa Tavangar Discussant: Penglei Su Discussant: Parfait Kaningu Bushenyula

15:00 - 15:30 | Coffee break and poster display
Session 16: Post-colonial International Relations | Session 17: Insecurity in Protected Areas Session 18: Urban Growth and Risk
Chair: Emmanuel Klimis (UCLouvain) Chair: Aurore Vermylen (UCLouvain) Chair: Caroline Michellier (UCLouvain)
Room Toundra Room Ocean Room Savane
Tech assistance: Engelart Willems Tech assistance: Juliette Bour Tech assistance: Naomi Nabami

15:30 -16:00 | Kevin Goergen, Post-colonial Distancing? Lara Collart, M23 crisis & conservation in eastern | Alex Nyembo Kalenga, Self-built housing role in
Luxembourg and the Congo, 1960-2025 DRC the transformation of agrarian land and the
Discussant: Lambert Hakuziyaremye Discussant: Gerlas Paluku Kisonia making of peri-urban Kinshasa megacity

Discussant: Jean-Robert Nshokano Mweze

16:00 —16:30 | Eleftheris Vigne, Rivalité des grandes puissances | Gerlas Paluku Kisonia, Pérennisation des groupes | Jean-Robert Nshokano Mweze, Socio-economic
et autonomie d’alignement des Etats plus armés et menaces sur les aires protégées en Factors and Land Dynamics in the Production of
faibles: un cadre analytique appliqué a I’Afrique | République démocratique du Congo: visions des | Flood Vulnerability and Spatial Transformations
centrale acteurs internationaux et locaux sur la in Bukavu/DR Congo
Discussant: Patrick Tshiayima Tshiondo reconstruction de la gouvernance durable au Discussant: Joseph Mukulu

Parc national des Virunga
Discussant: Sarah Tolbert

16:30 - 17:30 | Closing session (Room: SUDI11)
Chair: Nicolas Nikis (ULB & AfricaMusuem)

17:30 - 18:30 | Cocktail (De Serres building)
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